
 

www.scubaco.co.za                +27 39973 0002                                                     mcfish@scubaco.co.za 

1 

                             

                                             

                                                           “The Ultimate Marine Migration” 

Sardine Run 2018  

 Detailed Itinerary 
 
Sardine Run in South Africa: 9-days / 8-nights / 6-SardineRun boat days 
Day 1 
 

 Arrival into King Shaka International Airport and Transfer to Umkomaas – Overnight at ScubaCo  
 
Your home away from home on the KZN South Coast, Umkomaas is the gateway to the world famous dive 
site Aliwal Shoal. All rooms are en-suite with modern bathroom facilities.  Rooms either have queen size or 
twin beds to suit your requirements.   
 
Day 2 
 

 2 Dives on Aliwal Shoal with  Dive Master (1 Baited Shark Dive + 1 Reef Dive) Tanks and weights 
Included. 

 Afternoon Transfer to Port St Johns 
 
 
Today’s dives will be a reef dive and then the second will be a baited shark dive, weather conditions 
permitting. 
 
Aliwal shoal is home to the migratory Ragged Tooth Sharks, as well as Black Tip’s, Dusky Sharks and the 
elusive Tiger Shark. The sharks are initially attracted to the boat through scent as we lay a’ scent slick’ of 
fish oils and chum in the water. Once we have shark activity in the area to hold their interest, we lower the 
bait drums into the water to increase the local scent trail. The drum is pierced in places to allow the smell 
of the fish to be released.  The sharks are attracted to this intense smell and will drift with you and the 
drum for the duration of your shark interaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As for the reef diving there is always something to see in the water, from whales, dolphins and Manta Ray 
anything is possible. We will always choose the best spot for the day, conditions dependant. We also have 
great wrecks to dive on, if you are advanced certified or higher. These can be amazing and although are 
current dependant can be a highlight as well of diving on Aliwal Shoal. 
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Transfer to your next stop, Port St John’s, this is usually a 4.5 hour drive from Umkomaas  
On arrival in Port St John’s you will be met by our team and a full briefing given as to how things will run 
for the duration of your stay with us. You have the evening free to relax. 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spotted Grunter Resort – 3 Star is situated on the Umzimvubu River approximately 4Km from where the 
river meets the ocean. All 18 chalets are fully equipped for self catering with TVs in each cabin, DSTV, 
SABC, ETV and MNET. 
 
There is a bar, restaurant and small shop on the property, so there is no need to travel around once you 
arrive. If you have come to relax, our tranquil garden surroundings on the river with amazing bird life is the 
perfect escape for the whole family. 
 

 
 
 

N’Taba River Lodge & Spa - 4 star facility located on the banks of the river. 
 
Offering an outdoor pool and a restaurant, N'taba River Lodge and Spa is located in Port Saint John’s. An 
array of activities can be enjoyed on site or in the surroundings, including fishing and canoeing. WiFi access 
is available in this lodge. 
 
The accommodation will provide you with a TV and a patio. You can enjoy river view and pool view from 
the room. 
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At N'taba River Lodge you will find a garden, a terrace and a bar. Other facilities offered at the property 
include water sports facilities and luggage storage. This property is one of the top-rated locations in Port 
Saint Johnʼs! 
 
 
 
Day 3 - Day 8 
 

 Full Water Days Sardine Run 2018 with experienced dive guide (cylinder & weights Included) 
 
Day on the Boat for Sardine Run -- Overnight Port St Johns, South Africa. 
 

Every morning we receive detailed updates 
about the marine life movement so that we 
are able to spend the day at sea following 
the “action.”  
 
This possibly includes the sardines with 
numerous shark species, Humpback whales 
and dolphin super pods joining this 
migration, throw in the hyper active Cape 
Gannets to this mix and we have the 
ultimate Marine Migration. 
 

 
Conditions permitting you will be continuously in and out of the water on snorkel following the marine life. 
You need to be physically fit in order to keep up, as the fish move pretty fast.  
 
Should a static bait ball form, you will be able to get into the water on SCUBA to see this phenomenon 
from under water. 
 
After your days at sea you will have time to relax at the lodge or enjoy a local excursion should you feel up 
to it. Overnight at the lodge and be ready and fresh for the following day’s action.  

Day 9 

 Transfer to King Shaka International airport for flights after 4pm 
Please ensure your flights home depart later than 4pm. 
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Total Cost    R37 500 per person sharing (Bed & Breakfast) 
         R41 250 per single person (Bed & Breakfast) 

 
4 Star Upgrade to N’Taba River Lodge  – R 5000 per person additional for the trip including dinner. 
 
Not Included in the Package: 
•Flights & Taxes 
•Passports & Visas 
•Personal Insurance 
•Dive Gear (can be hired) 
•Lunches, Dinners & Beverages unless otherwise specified. 
•Gratuities 
•All additional activities and items of a personal nature 
 
2018 START DATES 
9th June 2018 
17th June 2018 
25th June 2018 
3rd July 2018 
11th July 2018 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to quote for your trip to Sardine Run in South Africa. 
Kind regards, 
 
Tamara McArthur 
ScubaCo Diving & Travel 
info@scubaco.co.za 
+27 79 779 4242 or +27 39 973 0002 
 
 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 Why Port St Johns? 

The Sardine Run is prolific around Port St Johns in the Transkei which is the main reason we set up base in the area, 

it simply offers the best of the activity. 

 

 What should I bring? 

The area is very casual, evening and early mornings are cold so you will need trousers, windbreaker, fleece and 

jackets. During the day the weather is warm so you will need is shorts, t-shirts and a wind breaker. Shoes or 

sneakers, sandals, towels, suntan lotion, sunglasses. You will also require personal items such as aspirin, 

decongestants, shampoo, toothpaste etc. 

The Sardine Run does take place during winter so you will need warm clothing, jackets, sweatshirts or sweaters are 

advisable. A warm water-proof jacket is also a good idea. 
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 Do I need my own dive gear? 

We have brand new Aqua Lung Equipment for rental should you not have your own equipment. If you have space in 

your luggage please feel free to bring yours along. 

 What accommodation do we use? 

The accommodation we use for Sardine Run is Spotted Grunter or N’Taba River Lodge. Depending on how you feel. 

Only thing is that they are all held for the operators during the season as this is where we all lodge our guests. 

 

 What happens if we can’t go out for the day because of bad weather? 

If we cancel the day due to inclement weather there is unfortunately no refunds, this is something that doesn’t 

happen often at all as usually we have good weather for the sardine Run. Our skippers are very experienced and will 

decide on the day. 

If we do have to change the plan for the day we will substitute this with something awesome to enjoy the local 

surroundings and get you out to the local sights so that you will still be enjoying the day in the Transkei. 

Last season for example, we only had one day that we had to cancel due to inclement weather. There was another 

that we launched a little later in the morning but all guests had a fabulous time. 

 

 Are the cylinders DIN or A-clamp [international]? 

We use 12-liter steel cylinders which can be both A-clamp [international] or DIN so will suit all divers. 

 

 What are the average depths of the dives? 

The depth of the dives varies from around 8-meters to 20-meters depending on the dives. Most of our dives are 

drift dives and we do sometimes have strong currents. 

 

 What wetsuit thickness is suggested? 

Most divers seem to favour 5-mm to 7-mm wetsuits during the Sardine Run, if you feel the cold then a thicker 

wetsuit, 5mm shortie [to go over your 5mm wetsuit], gloves and a hoodie are a good idea. 

 

 Electrical Adapters 

We use 3 pin or 2 pin plugs in South Africa and you are able to purchase these at the airport, most lodges will have 

plus that you will be able to borrow. 

 

 What medical precautions should I take? 
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No compulsory vaccinations are required. 

 

 

 What are the average temperatures in June & July [winter]? 

Day time Temperature : 10°C - 25°C 

Night time Temperature : 6°C - 12°C 

Water Temperature : 18°C - 21°C 

 

 What are the general climate conditions? 

June & July : The Sardine Run takes place during winter in South Africa. 

The mornings and late afternoons can be cold so it is best to bring a water-proof jacket for the boat. 

The weather is generally calm but we can have some winter storms which can make the sea rough. 

 

 Will I get seasick? 

We want you to be comfortable, dives are all done from RIBs. Some people do feel a bit seasick if they surface 

earlier than the main group and have to spend a while on the RIB. There are several medications available if 

required. 

  

 Are tips required? 

Tipping is optional, the normal amount is 10% at restaurants etc. 

Tips for the dive team and lodge staff are also optional. 

 

 Can I come on a trip without a buddy? 

Many of our guest travel on their own, we dive in a group so it's fine. 

 

 What currencies are used? 

The local currency in South African Rands [ZAR] which is easily available at ATMs, Banks etc. 

When paying your final bill, we can accept payment in US Dollars, Euros & UK Pounds. If you would like to pay in 

other currencies please contact us. 
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 What is the situation with food & water? 

Drink lots of water [tap water is safe to drink] to avoid dehydration. There is no reason why you should become ill 

but often the change in food and environment can cause illness. A combination of too much sun and alcohol can 

also cause problems. Wash any vegetable or fruit before consumption. 

 

 What time zone is South Africa in? 

South Africa : GMT + 2 hours. 

 

 How much spending money do I need? 

The only spending money you will require will be for lunch, dinner, drinks, souvenirs & tips etc. Most places accept 

credit cards & there are cash machines available in most places. 
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