
                             
                                             

                          
  

“The Ultimate Marine Migration” 
Sardine Run 2017 – More Details of your Trip  

 
Detailed Itinerary 
 
Sardine Run in South Africa : 9-days / 8-nights 
 
Day 1 : Arrive Durban International Airport -- Transfer to & Overnight in Umkomaas (Aliwal Shoal) 
 
When you arrive at Durban International Airport [KSIA / DUR], we will meet you and transfer you to your 
guest house which is situated in the diving town of Umkomaas about 80km south of Durban 
International Airport and about 50kms south of Durban. 
 
When you arrive at the lodge, you will be checked into your room, then you can spend the day relaxing 
and getting ready for your adventure. 

 

 
 

 
Day 2 : 1 Baited Shark Dive & 1 Reef Dive on Aliwal Shoal -- Transfer to Port St. Johns -- Overnight 
Port St. Johns, South Africa. 
 
Today’s dives will give you the opportunity to check your weights in the water and get comfortable on 
SCUBA. The first will be a reef dive and then the second will be a baited shark dive, weather conditions 
permitting. 
 
Aliwal shoal is home to hundres of Ragged Tooth Sharks, as well as Black Tip’s, Dusky Sharks (Bronze 
Whalers) and the occassional Tiger Shark. The sharks are initially attracted to the boat through scent 
as we lay a’ scent slick’ of fish oils in the water. Once we have shark activity in the area to hold their 
interest we lower of drum of fish into the water to increase the local scent trail. The drum is pierced in 
places to allow the smell of the fish to be released.  The sharks are attracted to this intense smell and 
will drift with you and the drum for the duration of your shark interaction. 
 
 
After your dives, you will have time to return to the lodge to get your goodies together in order to 
transfer to you next stop, Port St John’s, this is usually a 4 hour drive.  
On arrival in Port St John’s you will be met by our team and full instructions given as to how things will 
run for the duration of your stay with us. You have the evening free to relax. 
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Day 3  -7 : Day on the Boat for Sardine Run -- Overnight Port St Johns, South Africa. 
 
Every morning we received detailed updates about the marine life movement so that we are able to 
spend the day at sea following the “action.”  
 
This possibly includes the sardines with numerous shark species, Humpback whales and dolphin super 
pods joining this migration, throw in the hyper active Cape Gannets to this mix and we have the ultimate 
Marine Migration. 
 
Conditions permitting you will be continously in and out of the water on snorkel following the marine life. 
You need to be physically fit in order to keep up, as the fish move pretty fast.  
 
Should a bait ball form, you will be able to get into the water on SCUBA to see this phenoenon from 
under water. 
 
After your days at sea you will have time to relax at the lodge or enjoy a local excursion should you feel 
up to it. Overnight at the lodge and be ready and fresh for the following day’s action.  
 
Lunch and dinner will be on your own. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Day 8 : Airport Transfers to Durban King Sharka International Airport. 
 
After breakfast you depart Port St Johns and transfer to Durban King Sharka International Airport for 
flights after 4PM. 
 
Please Note : Flights need to depart Durban King Sharka International Airport after 4PM to ensure you 
have enough time to check in etc. 
 
If you cannot get flights after 4PM, we can arrange overnight accommodation and airport transfers the 
following day. 

 


